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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 03087 161453Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

161506Z 019768/42 

P R 161446Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3106 
INFO USINT BAGHDAD 
USMISSION GENEVA 

SECRET DAMASCUS 3087 

EXDIS 

GENEVA FOR ATHERTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR IZ US 

SUB J : IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH IRAQ 
REF: SECTO 04105 

BRIEFED PRESIDENT'S POLITICAL ADVISOR DAOUDY AND PRESI 
DENT’S PRIVATE SECRETARY ON HABIB'S VISIT TO BAGHDAD 
MORNING MAY 16. DAOUDY SAID HE HAD EARLIER INFORMED 
AL-ASSAD ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF VISIT. PRIVATE SECRETARY 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY VOLUNTEERED A COMMENT NOTING 
THAT SUCH CONTACT BETWEEN U.S. AND IRAQ WAS UNQUESTIONABLY 
USEFUL. HE DISMISSED IDEA THAT IMPROVED U.S.-IRAQI 
RELATIONS COULD BE IN ANY WAY AT EXPENSE OF OUR RELATIONS 
WITH SYRIA. 

MURPHY 


SECRET 


NNN 
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